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Captain Robert C. Adams 



We havo made frequent mention of reactionary influences 
in I hi field ot Intellect tod Freethought. Reaction does not 
elwayi Imply extrem s, but there arc Innumerable cases were 
ihe extrenus commingle, or one follows the ether as night fol- 
lows day. bftnoU wm brought up In ■ strict Presbyterian 
faith. He not only turned Against Presbyterlanism but against all 
tonus of onhodoxy. Other similar examples are to be found In 
the course of Fref thought blstor) but none more striking than 
the subject of this sketch. 

Born in Puritan faith, of a J urltan lire, without a glimmer 
or glimpse of skepticism to break the gloom of orthodox environ- 
ment, and then through all the training that such environments 
naturally produce, to a personal experience with th«' great wide 
world which not only shook his early faith, but wrought such a 
complete change in his Intellectual opinions, that be ultimately 
became the President of the Canadian Secular Union, active 

alert, energetic, Industrious m all its propaganda, fearless in 
defence and advocacy, is the career of Cap'ain Robert C. Adams, 

of Montreal, Canada 

Captain Adam* is not unknown to American Free thinkers. 

His pen has produced Innumerable articles that have been given 
publication in the American Freethought press, and his eloquence 
has been heard from American Freethought platforms. Genial, 
kindly, well-read, of fast experience, and with a host of friends 

and admirers he standi ha the forefront of Liberty's great army, 

a valiant champion of right and truth. 

He was horn in the city of Boston, in 1889, and was the son 
of Rev. Nehemlah Adam*, of that city. The father had intended 
*hat his son should follow thSJ sans profession as himself and 

began preparing for the necessary rellgloui Instruction to be 

given him. Throuch ill-health, the hoy was unable tr follow this 
courFe of study and as phvsiclane had recommended more access 
to the fresh air. at the age of fifteen he embarked upon a sea- 
faring life, and by degrees he worked his way up the ladder and 
from I seaman he became commander of some of the finest 
merchant vessels in the American marine serrfee. His last 
voyace was on the Coldon Fleece, Of whieh he had command, 
and upon this occasion, his sisters accompanied htm on a voyage 
round the world. His tmstmsnf of sailors under his command 

was always humans and kind, a course of conduct for which he 

became ex cept i onally DOtetd. later wrote and published a 

book entitled "On Board the Rocket" in whieh he gives pictures 
of seafaring life and explains his methods for elevating the 
ordinary seamen. 

The experience of Captain Adams in foreign lands first con- 
spired to shake his faith in the Christian religion. He came In 
contact with innumerable non Christian people. He learned 
their customs and habits. He found them a conscientious and 
'ustice-loving people. He at oneo rebelled Bjpafnst f he thought of 
their ultimate damnation for lack of faith In Jesus. Without any 



skeptical work to guide or inspire, he was at once led into an 
understanding of the great truth concerning the natural origin 

Of things, The religious training uiv.n by his father during his 
younger dayi Still influenced his mind to a great extent, and he 
ins'inctively turned to religions lubj CtS, He had not yet began 
to doubt. He became" Sunday -s< hool superintendent and preacher 
by turns. Patient study soon completed the reformation of his 
mind. The evolution of natural phfloeu phy attracted his attention 
and after | hri< f re search in the natural phenomena he soon 
becamt a confirmed doubter and Freethinker. In 1*H he wrote 
and published his "Radical Avowal" which is reported to have 
startled the Puritanical minds of New Kngland, nnd since that 
time he has been publicly identified with the Freethought plat- 
form in both Canada and America. 

Following his advent on the Freethought platform Captain 
Adams wrote nnd published a work on his "Religious Experi- 
Sno " e.r hitter known by the title of "Travels In Faith." This 
book showed how every step towards Liberty's goal from the 
dtadels of religious faith, had been taken with scrupulous care. 
It marked out a course which every honest mind must neces- 
sarilly take once intelligence can Influence that mind. It Is 
a re sume of other experiences, and the work received universal 
commendation at the* hands of Freethinkers. 

UaHke some we know. Captain Adams was not born an 
infl'del. He won that proud distinction by his own labors. Avf 
extrusive experience is a bad thing for theology and as Captain 
\dams studied nature* upon the great ocean, read his lessons 
from wind and tide, In the multitudinous stars. In the character 
ef the people of other natiems. sounding, as it were the very 
depths of religions faith, he followed the natural lines of evolu- 
tion and mounted the heights of intellectual freedom by renounc- 
ing all theologies and asserting himself one with the universe 
of man. 

At the age of thirty years Captain Adams was married to an 
ESni Ush lady In Liverpool and soon thereafter he engaged in the 
ihipping commission business nt Montreal. In he sold out 

his Interest in this business and went into mining in which he 
has > »•« n eminently successful. BlQSSed with an intellectual wife, 
Who shares his radical views. It was not strange that their son, 
Walter anaine, Should accept the teachings of science without 
r. B4 rve and In this we find one, true, since re, Infidel family. 

Very sin rtly afte r his acceptance of Freethought Captain 
Adam Km Oame I h ading and commanding figure in Canadian 
secularism. He- was a strong supporter of the late Charles Watts, 
and as s isted him in maintaining a branch of the Secular Union 
at Montreal. He was afterwards elected President of the Cana- 
dian Secular Union, and, although well advanced in years, he 
gars Strength, COUrage and sustenance to the Secular movement 
in the Dominion. 
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Life and Death 



FeMow-Travelers Scattering Spring Flowers 
and Autumn Leaves Along Time's 
Pathway While Destiny Stands 
Waiting To Gather the Ripe 
Fruits of Eternity. 



(By Judge Pariah B. Ladd.) 
This time it is the fate of one of the last 
great religions of the world that is dying; 
Hi da \ s cuul yean mark an eventful epoch 
on the dial of the dark ages: its life has 
been a waste: its harvest, one of d< sola- 
tiin. mlnfled With tears of sorrow and sad- 
m The reaper is always in the field, the 
burnished blado of his sickle flashes on 
tin waiving grain, the wheat is overrip., 
decay, everywhere pefehei on the once 
floating banners of spring life and gayety 
of Christianity; there is no mistaking tie 
ominous signs of its evening .of life; Its 
vivid flush must not be tak< n ai ^ign of 
vigor; its energy, more potent than eTCf 
before, is but the final struggle to prolong 
life; but the (b en t s of destiny art Written 
ovi r tin- thresholdl of its churches in all 
lands; it ami the bible, its anchor, have 
outlived their choldhood, in the Ugh! of 
full manhood, aided by history ami BCi< nc s 

no religion can lire, 

Ohriatlanlty at. this tine, la but a A ad 
w. i^ht on the soulders of even the unlet* 
tered, more heavily does it beer on men 
of deep thought, still heavier, if to -bought, 

learning be added. Everywhere among 
thinkers mid men of res* arch, lawyere, 
doctors and even clergymen Chriatlanltj 
with its three gods and Judatem With its 
one, are no longer believed In. Many <> f 
these onbelb vera from force of habit con- 
tinue to frequent the churches where they 
can meet their old friends in social that: 
but. the belief in any of the Christian 

dogmas, or teneti has i * * ft them to retnrn 
no more, nor are they longer believera in 
the Hebrew, Jehovah, or any other hear- 

onl\ monareh. All the old beli.wd l^oHea, 
to lUOh men, are now but fairy tales. 

mytha and legends Pirat, we had ' e aci 

all of which arc at war with . vrv 
form of religion; then come the finds from 
out the ruins, temples and on the monfl 
ments of ancient Babylon and Rgypt, show 
lH| ai a matter of positive bistorv. that 
the bible was. at least, in all its founda- 
mental parts, untrue. To all this the natural 
growth of Intelligence and scholastic learn- 
ing have made longer belief in anv n<- 
ligion an utter imnosslbility. i. e„ With all 
others than the most ignorant and stupid 
Olaaa, This class will cling to i I Idols. 

for no amount of logic or array of evidence 
can ever penetrate their inherent dartaeaa; 
when Ohriatlanlty is dead, theee people; 
largely women. Intultkmlate, not thlnkera 

nor reaaonera, Will rally around some BOW 
superstition, for a totem, they must have. 

Christianity now on its death-bed. is but 
following its sister religions of the dead 
The once great and flourishing re- 
ligons of Khun. Arabia. Chnhloa, Babylon, 
Egypt, Scandinavia. Ancient Finland. 

Phoenicia, Pre-hlatortc Italy, Carthage, 
Greece, Roma <t ai , look down through the 

mist*- veil of sleeping centuries to tell 01 
of their once greatness; that they were 
falsi-; that all thai is false must die. pnss 
on. to live no more that truth, alone Is 
Immortal. Though crushed to earth, as In 



the dark ages, she will rise again, as In the 
Renaissance, for the eternal yean of fate 
are hers: but Falsehood wounded writhes 
mi pain to die amid her worshippers. The 
historical fate of these great religious 
ay at ems, the most of them flourished for 
many thousands of years, point out to us 
the unfailing signs that Christianity is on 
its death bed. Like its predeceaaora it is 
now ripe and ready for the harvest 

In order to better undor-tand the impend- 
ing crlais, one should have, at least, a 
bri« f statement, of the rli • and life of 
Christianity, to know how it wai forced on 
the world, and there held so long in the 
face of truth, justice and numanity. Its 
life has been so crowded with momentuoua 
events, that the reader, to Ret a fair knowl- 
edge of them must go to some large library 
for facta, as only a synopsis can here be 
given. Let me here presume the reader 
to be more or less conversant with the 
history of Christianity, which, as the off 
spring of the proletarian element of ()r> ece 
and Judalam, was born on the bleak and 
barrt n ahor< s < r the r> • , < 1 Bea son* 
\ • n rs before our era, Its stock constated 
of poverty, piety, ignoranct rind devotion: 
it struggled in its |>overty under the names 
of Thernpeuts and BSSenea until abou' the 
year 120, C. B., When 11 threw off \'< old 
titles etc : baptised tm Infant In the name 
of the Father. Son and Holy C.host: and for 
the first time appealed to tb* 1 world as a 
society bearing the name of Christians. 
DM aning good, pure and holv men. Tn this 
garb it appealed to its own the unlettered 

pious element of the Roman empire; Ita 
anpeai was not m vain, for the errea* ma 
of the Roman people were ignorant and 

upcrittttoni. 

Like all other religions in their Infancy, 
the new born sect gathered its harvest of 
people like unto Itself, threw its colors t . 
the popular t^reeze. en'ered on the joornev 
of life where it Inherited and appropriated 
to its own use the worm ut clothes of dead 
paganism. Thus fabh s. mytha legeuda 
and fairy talcs bec?me its bfe atudv. T*s 
numb rs va 1 1 f In on aaed wl n Con an 
tine, then on the throne, aaw tn this babe 

Of tb< forest, a force to keen him on the 
throne; 11 waa men for bis army, not ln- 
telltapnce that this ernftv monarch wantd 
he b'd for it. received II and recruited bla 
army out «»f the sinews of the child of 
destiny: for this favor ho or<t nut the 
new aec1 on an even footing with hta pagan 
subieets: later he extended hla bounty, 
Anally putting Christianity on i itate baala, 

where it waa no longer to be h< lippHanl 
for favors, but the master of its own doc 
trims. Once on its feet the child ef fate 
nattering after Imperial donar. set out in 
dependent thought and act not in harmony 

with the tenets of Christianity | ml tit- wMi 
and will of its pope. 

TEF th's lancture Christianity, true to its 
after life, bt nt all her eneriprlea for suc- 
cess resardleea of every rule of Justice and 
humanity; bribery, fraud, forgery, force, 

torture, death, and every other criminal 
meana for a most nefarious end. were her 
weapona. No eminence, atatlon in life, lex, 
blood lb s stood in the pathway of the pope, 
and his priesthood in their criminal 
strife for power. Violent conversions, burn- 
ing at the stake, cutting out tongues, burn- 



ing out eyes, torture on the rock by break- 
ing the bones of his victims, were only a 
few of the devices resorted to by the priest- 
hood to perpetuate Christianity. Thus the 
W< rid groaned under the iron wheels of 
Christian savages for more than a thous- 
and years, when every government of 
Furope, like Its people, become the forced 
slaves of the Christian system. The church 
made and unmade kings, princes and ( m- 
P rora and forced them to do her bidding*. 
Poverty, rags and starvation were the lot 
of all. save and except the priesthood, who 
lived in luxury and licentiousness. 

Every thomrht. act and move out of har- 
mony with 'he chureh was rebellion, no* 
Only aerainst the church, but against t*o 
decrees of heaven to crush which, hv force 
of arm*, the chureh and its priesthood 
Wl Pf but the snirltttal nfrentr; of the \T- 
mfehtv. Ml Europe and the porta ef \ la 
•md *frfea under Christian rule were but 
slaves. Tiber'v was crushed, but not dead; 
truth still hirkod in disease under the 
ferms of Pbristlanitv. Thousands, hun- 
dreds of tMu^and*. and million" went 
M"iv n to t ort „ rr death, under the fate 

of heresy in ones, twoe, tetta rmd hundred^ 
at n time not one known heretic wa* 
«nnr^d tv.o number of vlolon* deaths in 
n,» 0 wv- nn^ in th*» wars forced bv the 
r>Voirf>i cpr^nd Christ 'an't y hsj been csM- 
nWrn 1 p{ *(\(\ ooo 000. 

TMs renrereitta the fruit of Chr»«t|anttv 
"^''or^ fn about 1000 ve->r« WhflC the 
^nrch wac »n power, but tho terrible pic- 
ture of trrtrro and suffering inflicted on 
so mor>v rannof be tone Into here. When 
fho noontp Europe conld no leprer op. 
*nti r^r'^ttoT, rule, a f»W of the Teadlnir 

I Ttelv came tor-ti-er and aeeretlv 

rrcolvr^ to oMo C* r *<='^n rule Out of thi^ 
wnq bore t'^<> r?pnai^«an^^ revival Of de- 
eopr-.- nnd Virn'e"'. Ml i^urone arose In 
hor m!*M 'n the end the rccle«|TS*trol 
non-or of cbureb wi* overthrown and 

rtvti "rovorn'pen* restored The bloodv 
lint^ of r^HrflanttV «tnved. unbelief cverv- 
,v1, r " rem* to the front Tf Ohr!«tHnUv 
H»d >>e^n trM V or possessed anv semblaneo 
of rvwth or rvon derencv, whv all the«Je 
^rtrn^s. and t^ts foreo to n^rnrtiifito It* 
T^oqr. wero ♦hlntrs wb'ob *be qon«s?b1o n r o- 
nlo of »V.r w^rM n t the time of IhS T*p n at*- 

asne* were ♦Mnklnc «nd revolving In their 

rvtnrlc: nrifl t^oqn pre conio of fl^o matter* 

avid ^Inara which sensfhle neonle are now 
rovoivtn^r tn 4 ^eir mtnos and latWns ahont. 

n„f tvo deed rart ef OhrMisntt? Is onb- 
imell narf of wl>ot prholorc' and nthn f 

r»^on of qpp <^ pre tti'n 1 - : n fr and talhtne 
oVonf Tiiov t^ent to lcnow who thla Hehrew 

"o/f fc mid i^ho thts cornTul " x d Christ 

whr\ opfi erhonoe rhe f?orv Ohost, aa well 

n<5 bow vri.- tt peeelhle for a child to b^ 
'>om of o v'vo-ln bo^ottfn bv a dovo nnd 
b*m "->»raclr>Q. reenrrec^'on from >he 

r'oprl. divmttV vicarious atonement ^^rf 
numorons other thtnes tautht »n the Bible 
and bv the i^rie^thood. 

\s to the more BCholsiiv OMUlC thev 
heve learned that evervtblnc claimed bv 
Chrlatlanlty, has been borrow. -d from nnr- 
ani«m: not onlv this, but thev Vnow tNl! 
flhriatlanfty, well as atl other religions 
are at war with the well known principles 
of natural law. at war with each and cverv 
braueh of science, nil of which are predi- 
c.-itod on natural law. The better infonvod 
of the clerics. Protr>stant and Catholic. 
Vnow these thitngl and th**V realize that 
Chrlatlanlty does not aatlsff their con- 
sciences that it 1= no» true, but it keeps 
their feed trough filled: to give up preach- 
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ing, means to look for support somewhere 
else; that elsewhere is not always at their 
call, even though they could secure other 
employment, it is often precarious, some- 
times less easy than talking, oiten less re- 
munerative. 

With all this staring the clergyman in 
the face, he is a brave man who will desert 
the old craft. Little else than a disturbed 
conscience and a belief in his ability to 
secure his rations in the lecture field sel- 
dom finds the cleric brave enough to come 
out boldly and tell the truth as he sees it. 
that Christianity is a deception and a fraud. 
But notwithstanding all this, desertion of 
the old craft are of almost daily occurrence, 
not only among Protestants, but with Cath- 
olics, often the deserter attempts to veil 
his unbelief by obscure and ambiguous 
phraseology and thereby continue to feed 
in the clerical trough. But there is a less 
intelligent class of priests, men who still 
see Adam and Eve in the garden and hear 
Jehovah call on them to get up and dress, 
these, like the more learned priests, see 
their flocks thinning out day by day, which, 
with the desertions of more brainy men. 
are ill omens for the continuance of their 
labors in the vineyard of Christ. Something 
is wrong. 

The Protestant clergy nave combined, 
and are working, as never before, to save 
their feed and their creed. In this strug- 
gle the less intelligent priesthood bemoan 
their fate, while deep down the desperate 
conflict stands the trembling lay Christian, 
between whom and the heavenly powers, 
we behold the pulpiteer, with outstretched 
arms, imploring his three gods to stand by 
him in this, his last ditch, save the feed- 
trough and the faith of th a unsuspecting 
dupe while the tithe gatherer goes march- 
ing on. 

But Nature is monocrat, the universe is 
her field of action, against which the feeble 
acts of man are but dust in a tornado; 
her decrees have gone forth, and Christian- 
ity, like all else that is false, is on its death 
bed; all who will, may see; thf approach 
ing end of one of the last great religions 
of the world hovers nigh. Intelligent men 
no longer believe as did their forefathers, 
Christianity is worn out, even the Catholic 
church is divided against itself: many of 
the leading bishops and priests are in open 
rebellion, not only against the pope, but 
against the creed; they, under the name 
of Modernism, are denying the divinity of 
Christ, the emaculate conception, the resur- 
rection, the atonement, and even god him- 
self. 

Such Is their attitude, that there is no 
material difference between them and my- 
self, and I know I have not changed mv 
views on these matters. This revolt 
against old and venerated beliefs is every- 
where, in and out of the churches; it is 
blown from the tree-tops, rolls in on the 
tide, is blown from the white caps of the 
rolling deep, is heard in the song of the 
nightingale, echoed from the dells of the 
forest wild, heard In the roll of distant 
thunder and flashed in the lightning. It 
comes to us from the mountain tops, rolls 
along the vale, where it echoes, in the still 
hours of night, the death throes of Chris- 
tianity. From far off lands It whispers in 
our ears, from the deserts of the world It 
proclaims the low pulsation, the quivering 
limbs, pallored face and crimson cheeks of 
the dying criminal. Even the flowers of 
the field tell us of its departed glory, while 
the waiving grain bids farewell to the 
Even the grave yard tells us of 



the lamentation of the sorrowing priest- 
hood; nor do the babbling waters of many 
rivers withhold from us their joy over the 
departing glory of the world's greatest 
criminal. 

Justice forbids that I close this article 
without tribute of recognition to that noble 
queen of the middle-west whose devotion 
to the cause of truth* justice and humanity 
has for so many years been untiring. 
Everywhere within the sound of her voice 
and the reach of her pen she has stood in 
the front ranks, where she bravely and 
fiercely battled for the right, and against 
every wrong, whether it be from the Bible, 
or man; against the numerous assaults 
from these sources, she has sounded the 
alarm in tones too potent to be unheard, 
nor has the old abuses of her sex escaped 
her blighting power. For the great wrongs 
of the priesthood and the church; the un- 
stinted lash of her logic, tempered by fem- 
enine eloquence, has worked deep into the 
hearts of all who have tasted her writings. 
For long years,, has she stood at the throt- 
tle to steer the cars over the rugged path- 
way of life. For the uplifting of humanity 
she has ever been at the helm, nor has 
her work been unfailing in this great strug- 
gle for the overthrow of the blasted crime 
of Christianity, along whose pathway she 
has showered grape and canister, but not 
unmixed with charity and toleration. That 
she has contributed her queenly share to 
bring about the early demise of Christian- 
ity no one will doubt. 

Although the cruel decrees of fate have 
laid low her dearest and most beloved 
friends, which for a time stayed her ener- 
gies, but only to be aroused again. She 
sees in the terrible trial over her 
the hand of fate uplifted, and In 
tones bids her come back for a renewal of 
the contest. This with the direful wrongs 
everywhere, impels her to renew lost 
energy and again enter the field for justice, 
truth and humanity. 

May her queenly virtues rise above the 
clouds of despair, while the great Apollo, 
recognizing her genius, sends to earth his 
messengers of love to kiss-away the spark- 
ling dew drops from the waiving blue grass 
In that favored land which gave to the 
world the life and labors of Josephine K. 
Henry. 

NO NEED FOR CHRISTIAN FORM8. 

Freethinkers Should Break Away From 
Orthodox Ceremony In Burial of 
Our Dead. 

(By James F. Morton, Jr.) 

I note in a recent issue this sentence from 
one of your correspondents: "Are there any 
of our friends that can tell me where I can 
get music and words suitable for our fun- 
erals, or will we always have to be behold- 
ing to Christians to bury us!" 

Surely the dilemma is a wholly unneces- 
sary one. What on earth does a real Free- 
thinker want of a funeral ceremony any- 
how? This silly fetich worship, which must 
have a set form for doing everything, Is fit 
only for churches and their simian adher- 
ents. If we must cling to ceremonies, why 
not stay in the church, and adopt those 
which have at least some relevancy to our 
professional belief? The greut mission of 
Freethought should be to cultivate individ- 
uality, and to eliminate not some, but all 
superstition from the theory ond practice 
of our lives. When we die, the one thing of 



value that we leave behind Is our memory. 
The rotting carcas is of no future use to 
ourselves or to anybody else, and is no 
more sacred than an old pair of clothes. 
The only rational way to dispose of it is 
to use the quickest and most hygienic 
means to bring about its disintegration. As 
far as science has progressed, no method 
except cremation seems to fit the conditions. 
But no preservation of ashes in cinerary 
urns! That stupid procedure is a mere 
revamping of the old spirit of relic worship. 
Why sould not every Freethinker protest, 
in death as well as in life, against the 
entire religion-begotten nonsense of cere- 
monialism? It is easy to make a testament- 
ary provision to the effect that the body 
shall be cremated, with no ceremony of any 
sort, religious or other, over the "remains;" 
and that the ashes shall be in any con- 
venient manner so thoroughly scattered 
that no particle can be identified and made 
the object of a superstitious veneration. A 
few such cases occuring every year would 
attrack public attention, and prove the 
best means of propaganda, as showing that 
Freethought really cures of foolish fears, 
even regarding the "solemn" fact of death. 

There is nothing coldblooded in the prop- 
osition. The memory of the loved friend 
can be cherished just as intensely in the 
absence of a public exhibition of the de- 
caying corpse. Where the loss is widely 
felt, it is easy to hold memorial meetings 
after a decent and quiet disposition of the 
body, where the spontaneous tributes of 
those who take part will Infinitely more 
than fill te place of any perfunctory service 
cribbed from a book. Let us prove our 
sincerity an 
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Did you tackle the trouble that 
way 

With resolute heart and cheerful? 
Or hide your face from the light of day 

With a craven soul and fearful? 
Oh, a trouble's a ton, or a trouble's an 
ounce, 

And it isn't the fact that you're hurt that 
counts, 

But only how did you take it. 

• * 

You are beaten to earth! Well, well, what's 
that! 

Come up with a smiling face! 
It's nothing against you to fall down flat, 

But to He there — that's the disgrace. 
The harder you're thrown, why the 
your bound, 

Be proud of your blackened eye. 
It isn't the fact that you're licked 

It's how did you fight and why. 



And though you be done to the death, 
what then? 
If you battled the best you could, 
If you played your part in the world of 



Why, the critic will call It good. 
Death comes with a crawl, or comes 
a pounce 

And whether he's slow or spry, 
It isn't the fact that you're dead 

But onThow did you die. 
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Measures for Muzzling the Press 



(By Channing Severance.) 

When my article appeared in the Blade 
relative to the Penrose bill I made the 
mistake of attributing it to the wrong per- 
son, and how the wires got crossed in my 
cabeza leading me to say Hepburn Instead 
of Penrose, is not clearly apparent. Both 
names have been prominent in the doings 
of our last Congress, and by some inad- 
vertence I got them mixed at that time. 
I had read the bill as presented in your 
last issue by C. B. LeBarron, and my com- 
ments were based strictly upon that; so 
while It was erroneously attributed to the 
wrong person — really a matter of small im- 
portance — I regret that fact but have no 
apology to make for views expressed rela- 
tive to the bill itself, for I still regard it 
as the most serious matter that ever oc- 
curred in Congress in relation to the liber- 
ties of the people. 

If, aa seems the case with Mr. Le Bar- 
ron, the bill is not objectionable in any 
way because conditions have made it nec- 
essary to restrict the vicious and nihilistic 
elements in society, it is difficult to see 
why he should think attributing such a 
needed bill to his friend Hepburn, could be 
vlrulous and libelous. If the bill is a good 
one and was needed, no man could be 
libeled by being named as its author. 
Again, as there is no Senator Hepburn, and 
Congressman Hepburn could not introduce 
a bill into the Senate, where as stated in 
my article it was introduced, the name of 
his friend in the lower House cannot be 
connected with my remarks, so let him not 
feel aggrieved. 

Now let us look a little further at this 
bill which seems so harmless to Mr. Le 
Barron. 

A disaptch from Washington on the 
twenty-first of May says, the Penrose bill 
designed as an amendment to the post- 
office appropriation bill has passed both 
houses. So if the president has signed it 
it is now a law. We shall soon know, for 
If the power has been created to muzzle 
the press by giving the Post Master Gen- 
eral authority to exclude from the mails 
any periodical he sees fit to shut out, no 
one can foresee the end. The claim is 
made, it is said, that back of this secret 
and stealthy legislation was the directing 
hand of the Rev. Crafts, whose speciality 
for years has been plotting against Free- 
thought getting Sunday laws enacted, and 
such ohter legislation as would redound to 
the Interest of the churches, if this bill has 
become a law, for the first time in our 
history as a nation, we have established 
legalized press censorship. It is a power 
that rightly belongs to a despotic govern- 
ment like Russia, but has no right or place 
under a free republic like ours. It is in 
direct conflict with the constitution of the 
United States, the supreme law of the land; 
but as constitutions are now null and void 
when plutocrats and preachers want any- 
thing, they no longer stand as the bulwark 
of our liberties. Courts rise above con- 
stitutions, and their decisions are final — 
for a time. We know that for years Chris- 
tians have tried to reach strictly Free- 
thought publications with the notorious 
Comstock law, smuggled through the last 
hours of a drunken Congress, more than 
thirty years ago, but with it they have 
Now If they have got what they 



raise humanity to 



wvit, prepare 1 • see them use »t. • »v»ll 
Five* s me reasonable explanation or re- 
appearance of my artic'e which was pub- 
lished in the Blade, and if the article itself 
was not self explanatory, add to it the 
above ideas and work your thinker along 
those lines until you realize what press 
censorship really means. It Is the denial 
by law of men's rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution to publish their honest 
thoughts on every subject that concerns 
mankind, and to disseminate them through 
the mails, that thougt influences may en- 
lighten the world and 
higher and better 
vail. 

To deny this right is to strike the great- 
est blow to progress that it is possible, and 
yet the religious and reactionary portion 
of mankind would do it at once and effect- 
ively had they the power. High-grade in- 
telligence is not wanted by the pTlesth<ol 
or professional politicians, for dull and 
stupid minds are more easily controlled 
and kept in subjection. Conversatism of 
the rankest kind is found in most religious 
organizations, and every government when 
once established, shuns and fights with 
vigor radical changes. As all governments 
have imperfections and are guilty of in- 
justice at times, the agitator is forever in 
action, and it Is right he should be. for 
without him progress ends in improve- 
ments. As those in control of governments 
do not wish to be disturbed, they hate and 
despise a socialist today as they did an 
abolitionist 50 years ago, and the well- 
meaning but foolishly impracticable an- 
archist, they view as an intellectual degen- 
erate sunk so low he is dangerous in so- 
ciety. Conditions produce every kind of 
men found in society, and if we have so- 
cialists who want better government, and 
anarchists who want none, 1 he cause can 
be found very readily by looking for it. 
And if you wish to know why a man is 
either one, ,'usi ask him and y >i will get 
a good and sufficient reason from hn stand- 
point. If you *ant to know wliv here are 
heretics, infidels and unbelievers in the 
Christian religion, just give them a chance 
and they will tell you. 

The effort to hold the world stationary 
and to make all men think alike was tried 
for centuries, and the most bloody pages 
in human history were the result of repres- 
sion and mental despotism. We want no 
return to such times and such conditions, 
for we know that the natural law of life is 
growth and progress, and any man or set 
of men, that seek to limit the action of the 
human mind, are the deadly enemies of 
their own race. We want freedom to work 
out our own destines regardless of the past 
or what men have thought and taught in 
ages dead and gone. We have a right to 
cut loose from dead ami worn out ideas 
and to embrace new and live ones, and no 
factor In human experience compares with 
the printing press in uplifting humanity and 
filling the v orld with light and knowledge. 
Because of it one man can speak to mil- 
lions, and as great thinkers and men of 
progressive ideas are always a small mi- 
nority, to deny them the right to reach 
the masses; to disseminate their thoughts 
which are the greatest dynamic forces in 
the world, is to commit the greatest of 



This is what Tress censorship is designe* 
to do, so it is not strange that one thought- 
ful senator as this Penrose bill weLl to a 
vote, asked his colleagues to seriously con- 
sider whether they wanted to establish 
such a censorship. Short sighted and 
stupid were the men who voted this bill 
into a law, and as for *he man who intro- 
duced it and whose name is read with the 
amendment, he deserves and doubtless will 
receive greater odium and reproach than 
was ever showered on Benedict Arnold. I 
hold him in utter contempt, and as I read 
again that bill to amend section thirty- 
eight hundred and ninety three, I see a 
flood of evils turned loose upon the peo- 
ple of this country greater than those con- 
tained In the box of the mythical Pandora. 
Reactionary forces are at work in our 
midst as never before, and on every hand 
we see government and religious forces try- 
ing to hold the people in check and stay 
the march of progress. Note the suppres- 
sion of freespeech in all our cities and give 
attention to this straw that reveals the di- 
rection of the wind. Socialists in Los 
Angeles were denied a permit to speak on 
the streets, their mission being to make 
better conditions in this world. The par- 
sons wanted to talk about the next and 
how to save souls, and permits were imme- 
diately given for seven different locations 
on the streets, and they are now talking 
daily to men that they cannot catch inside 
a church. In opposing the efforts of so- 
cialists to speak on the streets, the city 
attorney claimed they were not intended 
for public speaking, but for public travel, 
yet his mouth opened not like that when 
the black coats asked for that privilege 
and got it. More and more the forces of 
government and religion are drawing to- 
gether, and the Catholics recently got a 
European periodical barred from this 
country because it was offensive to them, 
though printed and circulated where the 
I>ope holds sway. 

There is a growing and determined 
effort on the part of the reactionaries in 
society to curb free-speech; and this press 
censorship is an opening wedge for more 
and greater restrictions. As we have 
plenty of law to prevent what Mr. LeBar- 
ron calls license in free-speech, there exists 
no need of mail restrictions, for dangerous 
characters who make threats and advocate 
destruction of life and property can be 
silenced in other ways. No matter what a 
man's ideas are, if they are the fruit of 
reason and philosophy they should be al- 
lowed to circulate, and only when physi- 
cal violence is advocated to sustain them 
are they or he dangerous. Men who be- 
lieve in right and justice, in freedom and 
equal rights, are not afraid of ideas and 
never were. Those who have tried in all 
Igtl to hold the human mind in check, 
have done so because their graft or power 
was endangered by freethought and free- 
speech, ana no other reason exists today 
for muzzling the press and putting the 
ban on mental growth and development. 

The people have a natural and constitu- 
tional right to advocate a socialistic gov- 
ernment, and if a majority desires that 
kind they have the right to establish it. 
Let us not be afraid of our reasoning 
faculties, nor think necessity requires a 
man with a club, to stand over one who 
does think, to insure public safety. Give 
us freethought, freespeech, free-press and 
free mails, and watch the world move on 
as it never i 
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Modern Christianity can be nothing un- 
less ii runs to Hit sensational, in the old 
da\s it .sought to border upon the Spiritual 
tO such extremities thai the religion actually 
made nun and women appear miserable. 
True religion is true mis* ry for no thought- 
ful person, man or woman, can believe in 
all its doctrines and teachings aneut future 
r. wards and punishments without experi- 
encing de* i) concern and frequent agony 
of mind. Not one bright thought can it 
produce. 

For a generation, or more, the Christian 
propaganda In America found iis desire for 

nationalism gratified In the personality 
ci Ban Jones but With his pa-sing the par- 
ticular Cora and methods used by him 
K emed to disappear. Of course his meth- 
ods were the means of reaping consider- 
able coin and his disappearance has cre- 
ated a void which several have sought in 
rain to fill. None succeeded until Billy Sun- 
day made his advent upon the orthodox 
vaudeville stage and we venture the pre- 
diction that Sunday will soon fizzle out and 
pass from public view. 

It is reported that the ball -player -pn a< h 
< 1 inr cash has endeavored io instruct the 
ministers of an eastern city upon the 
reaeopi of onuses of their failun in win- 
ning "souls to Christ" and thai among 
other thing! \>>- rery Erunkly, and much to 
their chagrin and discomfiture, informed 
his hearen that they had little irue religion 
about them* and denonnoed than as "mol- 
lycoddles and grafters." Heavens! Won t 
ftomeb dy call the police? Fancy an ortho- 
dox minister in thete days of progress and 
political prosperity being denounced as 
such! And by what right does Hilly Sun- 
day appropriate Roosevelts epigrams, no 
monolatnrei and descriptions to give em- 
phasis to his remarks? Roosevelt ought to 
hare had the bunch of jokes copyrighted and 
thus prer< a ted knfrtngeaiei I i rea i 
preacher. But what would the preacher 
care so long as the coin was abundantly in 
sight? As a ball-player Sunday seriously 
■tn re for the plaudits of the crowd and at 
a preacher he is simply at the same old 
game. 

We h;i\<- often heard it said that fools 

and children sometimes toll the truth. As 
Sunday is not ■ child, and a^ he hat cer- 
tainly given utterance to soma truths de- 
cidedly unpalatable to the OTthodOX pr« rich- 
er*, our readers are left to infer his prop r 
classification. Tlx* reports lay that be told 

th«- congregation of preach n mom of the 
foiiiowing sentiments: 

■Many of you ministers are ludge-eating 
mollycoddles and you are continually 

Springing burn bull-eon to four congrega- 
tions. Few of you are not -tiffs, salary- 
quacks, willing to accept social distinction, 
and most of you are qualified candidates 
for the funny-house." 

"One of the reasons why you fail is that 
so many of you are full of leOBItdS and 
buttermilk instead of being filled with to- 
basco sauce and mustard." 

"Your churches of today have degenera- 
ted into third and fourth rate amusement 
The congregations are made up 



largely of champagm ^luzling, beer drink- 
ing, wine-sizzling, Sunday-golf playing, 
novel-reading persons, who lie back and 
ling. "Throw Out tin Life Line," when 
they couldn't throw out a clothes line." 

"Some of you mini ten sre controlled 
by riches, and not by the Bible. .Many ot 
you are grafters, pure and tiniple. You 
know this, too. Then* are some of you 
preaching today that should be carrying 
the hod." 

Now sadly and how solemnly true! Just 
what the Blade has been saying for, lo, 
iluse many years. The Blade is, at last, 
vindicated, and Its vindication is none the 
worse coming from such a source. But 
one mistake did Billy Bunds) make, and 
that was that he failed to include himself 
in the mollycoddles and grafters. Ten 
thousand dollars for one revival may not 
be grafting in an orthodox sense, as view* 
ed by Billy Sunday, but the time will come 
when the people Will have no other cog- 
nomen to bestow upon it. In any event we 
;n Inclined to say with Gratiano, "we 
thank thee, Sunday, for teaching us these 
words." 

• « • 

Two essential elements belong to every 
miracle in order to gain credence for it 
and induce a belief in it. These essential 
elements are age and distance. Age gen- 
erally puts unbelief at a discount while 
distance may readily lend enchantment to 
•he view. Modern soci> tj doei not quickly 
fall to believing miracles unlesi their nat- 
ural trend is already in that direction. If 
a p< rson is anxious to believe In miracles 
as a test of evidence of great faith any 
sort of miracle will do. Incredulity de- 
mandi proof. Credulity accepts without 

U 'ion. 

Numerous miracles sre reported in the 
bible and without them the bible would b»? 
of little consequence- I v< n in ihe orthodox 
world. Miracles are essential to orthodox 
Christianity. it required a miracle to 
bring it into existence, miracles to propa- 
gate it. but it will die without any supposed 
miraculous event. Among the bible mira- 
cles there is none more unsupported, less 
believed in than the one reported bj Dan* 
lei where he tells us that Bhadrach, 
M< shach and Abednego fully walked 

about in a fiery furnace without harm, not 
even a hair stnged or a blister raised. Of 

course tin' orthodox Insist that this salva- 
tion from injury was all on account of their 
great f;iith in Jehovah who is supposed U) 
have interfered with the picnic In order to 
prove his existence and power and to 
further confound his enemies. As a gen- 
( ral rule Bible miracles are unsurpassed In 
f< roclty and criminal surroundings. 

Word now comes from India, by way of 
Madras, that during a recent t< stival of re- 
ligious import, non-Christian, by the way, 
forty devotees of the faith walked through 
a pit seventeen feet by twelve, dressed 
< nly in light, saffron colore ' clothes, In 
which forty cart-loads of fuel l as been set 
on fire producing a bed of burning coals 
two feet deep, and, lo, none of them were 
injured. The strangest part of this re- 



ported miracle is that the fanatics were 
not of the Christian faith, who scorned 
the Christian god and refused to worship 
him. The ceremony included the reading 
Ifabaoharata, and was followed by 
;lie- festival of Droupadi and Arjuna. It is 
said that numerous officials witnessed this 
strange fire-walking test and their names 
are given as if in anxiety to prove its 
actual occurence. 

Of course, we unhesitatingly declare that 
the whole story is a pure fabrication, but 
it we are compelled to admit Us truth, we 
must, at the same time admit that the bible 
ge;d, Jehovah, has a dangerous rival and 
competitor in the miracle business. Fur- 
tin miore it would prove that after all 
It hovah is not the only miracle-working 
god. If true it ought to put a quietus on 
tin- Christian claim that their god is the 
only god worthy the name and expose all 
tin ir fabulous pretensions. Again, If mir- 
*< lot attest the truth of religion, the Chris- 
tian world is placed in dreadful quandary 
for while claiming a belief In their own 
tin y must give credence to the miracles of 
other religions and other gods. 

• • 

RUS8U ll deeply Christian. It is also 
sincerely tyrannical. The Czar is not only 
the head of the stale but he is also the 
head of the church and prlesl and pilgrim 
are supposed to believe in and worship the 
great, white father. Russia is also a de- 
potism that ought not to find existence in 
the twentieth century civilization. The 
AnglO-Saion may often wonder why nihil- 
ism, revolution, revolt and anarchy should 
exist to such an extent in Russia and why 

,» many Russian refugees should declaim 

BgaiMi H:< methods in fOgUS in that fa'e- 
ful country. But a mome nt's reflection and 
the* truth must be made clear. 

Recent reports from St. Petersburg state 
ilnf during Hie past three months 76G. 

dents sentences hav< bee n executed in Rus- 
sia. Yet, despite* this average of nearly 
nine men a day officially put out of exist- 
snoa, the prisons are seriously overcrowded. 

The Empire contains accomodations for 
107,138 prisoners, whereas the number of 

•prisoneri actually mcarosrated is 1G7,S30. 

A horribh' condition of things prevails in 
Kleff jail, where there are only 690 places, 
win r. as the number of prisoners amounts 
to 2207. In Odessa the prisons have 804 
places, but 1 RIO inmates. 

In the light of such startling reports 
can we wonder why religion should b« 
held in such contempt for in the main it 
is large ly responsible for such a terrible 
condition of affairs. The priests have 
taught humility and obedience ro the powers 
that be and in response to the promptings 
of their religions they have silently obeyed 
and suffere-d contumely and wrong at the 
hands of the oppressor. Intelligence 
brought revolt. intelligence saw and de- 
tected the iniquity and by far the greater 
portion of those Imprisoned ar<> men and 
woman of more than the average Intelli- 
genos who have dared to utter mild protest 
against the system that made them what 
tiny ware-. The Ignorant and uneducated 
do not know enough to make a protest and 
these manage to escape official wratn. 
Surely such conditions cannot much longer 
obtain and were it not for the fact that 
Russia Is a Christian nation, or pretending 
to be. the other socalled Christian nations 
would repeat the China episode and flood 
the empire with an allied army to demand 
that such Iniquitous practices 
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Prophets are not the divinely protected 
creatures they were in the days of Elijah. 
Kr< ( thinkers arc conversant with the bear 
story, one of the moat diabolical in the 
whole, bible, were two she-bears ate up 
forty little children just for having a lit- 
tle childish fun with an old bald-headed 
prophet. Of course, there was little use in 
being a prophet unless the deity extended 
special protection and this, being believed, 
caused many prophets to arise, in those 
days. But in these days things are vastly 
dissimilar. At least so a certain prophet 
named - Elijah" Skaggs, at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas; has suddenly discovered to his 
great cost. 

From newspaper clippings that have 
been sent to us it appears that this proph- 
et with the biblical name has been sen- 
tenced to twenty years penal servitude for 
an alleged offense against a Mrs. Taylor, 
one of the members of his flock. The wo- 
man's testimony convicted him, bu; it is 
also made to appear that in spite of her 
accusations, still believing to be of the di- 
viuce sanction and in close touch with the 
heavenly hierarchy, she sought to hedge 
some in order to save him and the result 
that a charge of perjury is now hanging 
over her devoted head. Understand, both 
this man and woman were and are ex- 
tremely orthodox In their views, gulping 
down the whole scheme of salvation pass- 
ing under the Christian brand. 

The story is pathetic in some respects, 
diabolical in others. It exemplifies the ter- 
rible power that religious pretensions and 
assumptions can exert upon :i single WO- 
man s mind. It illustrates the fiendish 
ferocity of religious hypocrites who can 
successfully use orthodoxy to gratify per- 
sonal ambition. It deinonst rates the fact 
that orthodox religion is an open sesame to 
crime, and it is a cause for txtreme con- 
gratulation that our judiciary have the 
courage and purpose to punish crime when 
committed under such a guise irrespective 
of the religious pretensions of those ac- 
cused. 

Among the peculiar features incident to 
the trial, we are told that Skaggs, the 
prophet, expressed his willingness to be 
hanged in order to prove to the world bis 
assumed divinity. Later he employed law- 
yers, but these preparations for deft QM 
were not made until he had been allowed a 
consultation with his victim, and the pre- 
sumption was justified that he fixed things 
with her alright so that her testimony 
should not hurt him, and for this the wo- 
man has got in trouble herself. His ex- 
cuse for hiring a lawyer was to the effect 
that he had been told nothing worse than 
the penitentiary stared him in the face, 
and he asserted that he did not want that, 
but, if the authorities would hang him on 
the following Friday he would be delighted, 
because he said it would enable him to 
demonstrate his closeness with god by ris- 
ing again. Although the prosecutor did 
his best to give Skaggs a chance in that 
direction, the jury felt that a state service 
of twenty years would take some of the 
foolish notions out of his head. 

Now we come to think of It. who eve* 
heard of a divine prophet carrying the 
of Skaggs? 



tact that the name of Paine is still alive 
within Hi" memories of some of the belter 
claei of people in that city. 

Published in New Rochellu is a lailj 
DOWipaper bj the name of the 'New Hoch- 
elle Paragraph." Furthermore it is the 
Official aewapapaf on the city, republican in 
politics, showing that it is not without 
honor and distinction in its own country, 
in its issue of Friday, June 12, u copy of 
Which lias leached this office through the 
mediumahip Of some friend, there is an 
article, marked 10 attract our attention, in 
which Thomas Paine is extolied as h, Ing 
thje Ural to advocat tin grant ng of old age 
pensions. Upon examination we discovered 
that the body of the article was a republica- 
tion of ( ne previously appt tring in the 
London Freethinker, England, and from the 
pen of its Bditor, ci. w. Foot' . The article 
ihoWl that Thomas Pains was the iir.-t man 
toOWn io have advocated such a pen lOE 

lyitem Instead of John Uuskin, as had been 
claimed. 

The beauty of this article is well (lis 
played and ns ajguineuta are given InfuIL 

Better than this, however, is the fact DJkt 
an American Daily newspaper will quote 
tn m a Freethought paper with approbation! 
and better still when the Kditor of that 
American newspaper will write and publish 
such deadlines as the following: — 

PAINE FIRST FOR AGE PENSIONS. 

Claim Made That New Rochelle Patriot 
Originated Idea of Pensions For 
Soldiers of Plough. 

Further examination revealed the fact 
that the article had been sent to the paper 
b] Bt B. Foote, Jr., of Larchmont Manor, 
New York, and it is a tine compliment to 
thlfl splendid champion of Freethought that 
tin article lent by him received such a con- 
spicuous place in the columns ol the pap r 
mentioned. 



THE CHURCH Or HUMANITY 

Report of Recent Convention Showing the 
Successful Incorporation of the New 
Infidel Institution. 



Many Freethinkers will recall that New 
Rochelle, New York, was the home place 
of Thomas Paine. Reluctantly some of the 
Paine relics and landmarks have been de- 
stroyed and removed, but it is a noteworthy 



(Bj \\. ii. Kerr), 
l am glad to be able to inform the Blade 
n aden thai the National Conv< ation of 

The Church of Humanitv WBM BUCCessful. 

I rcjoaived the charter ol incorpora Ion 
from the Secretary of Stat yesterday. 

The purposes of thlg Church a el forth 
in its application for a Charter ate: 

"To teach tin- two diacoveriea in natural 
science that no immaterial Intelligent be- 
Inga exist in the UAiverse, ami that indi- 
vidual conscious life e< ast s tun ver at 

death; organize and charter local propa- 
ganda SOCietlei of people \n h« ► learn them: 
publish a periodical ami Other lit.ratui. 

teaching these diacoveriea; maintaining a 
college for the preparation of eachera ami 
Inatructora; provide and maintain lecturera 
ami organiaera ; receive tees, duet, aeaeae* 

nnnts. donations, endowments and bequeata 

and adminiater the same for tlx Church or 

Humanity." 

Ther.- wore present at the convention the 

following comrades: 
d. XV. S apleton, Chula. Mo. 
Emil Fredrich, Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Wm. I-!, dates. Shirh y. 111. 

Thomas V. White, R. L\ Great Band, Kan. 

.i. .i. Herman, Blue Spring*, Ifo, 

Mr, and Mrs. J. M. Herman, Scotia. Neb. 



Blla P. Hunt, afollno, Kans. 
H. at Fisk, Pella. Ia. 
Wm. R. Adams, Hooker, Okla. 
lira, Clarence Markil, Clatlin, Kans. 
Air. and Mrs. W. H. Kerr, Gr.-at Band, 
Kansas. 

At tii last session Mr. and Mrs. J. O. C. 

Rathburn of Great Bend, Kansas. 

A COnetitUtion was adopted, and articles 
of incorporation. A board of directors was 
' lOCfc d to held title .u the property of the 
National Soci( ty and to have general 
■uperviaioo of the propaganda work. Bttti 
Fredrich was permanent chairman of the 
Convention and Wm, EC dates its s< ere- 
tary. 

Six m laloni Were held. Wm. H. Kerr was 
elected president and Emil Fredrich vice- 
preaident. Mrs. Mary Utile Markel, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

The Board of Dtrectora are Bmj| Fred- 
rloh, .1. M. H. rm n. BUa P, Hunt, J. o c 
Oathburn, Mary Belli Ifarkel and w. HL 
Kerr, 'io finance Ita propaganda work ana 
give the dirictors a working capital to 
an\ on its various proposed enterprises. 
1 »»emb*r.< will be asked to give a free- 
Will oil ting of om- dollar each annuallv 

■fd alaj i mm t qua! to tan par oent or 

t» hr yearij a\<s to be paid into the 
Church treasury. 

The propaganda Work will Le carried on 
a., last as the funds furnish, d In the mem- 
bers will allow. 



About Funeral Ceremoniea. 

CHBW8V1LLB, MD.-You will find en- 
closed money-order for two dollars, one dol- 
lar and hfty cents for my subscription and 
lift) centi tor a new one. 

Mr. Hughea in ease of the death of a 
Freethinker in our community, who could 
we (all on to make an address for the oc- 
oaaion? Several have died around here 
none of them have made any arrange, 
m Dta tor a liberal to officiate, they leave 
it to 'he Christians to perform It. Nor do 
they leave any donation for the Free- 
thoughl cause. Why thia earlesnes s on the 
DM1 of Liberate, We have very few lib- 
i rala In re who could serve in *hat capacity. 
W€ should have rone- one like Or. Wilson 
aid go when called on for such oc- 

caaloni io repreaenl us in speech at the 
grave or departed friends and Uberala. His 
BOttld be paid by the liberals of 
i he community where he is called. I think 
the Uberala should form beneficial aaa oia» 
tkma like the woodman of the world, United 
American atechanlca, etc, wouldn't it heij> 
to promote the cause of liberalism'' Sorrv 
§08 in f!ie last we, k\ Bifida the trouble 
wiih the Postoffico Department. I am In- 
ellned to think you will come out alright 
as i he Constitution guarantees religious 
llb< rty to every one unless they can prove 
the disbelief in a God is no religious un- 
belief. Mr. Hughea, I Certamlj admin- your 
liberality toward rOttf fellow-man. a pearl 
that many of us do not practice as in your 
article to Mr. W. EL Kerr as against Paine 
and Voltaire. If such a spirit would per- 
meate all liberals and christians it would 
hflfll many a wounded heart. I will trv and 
give a mite for the trial if needed. Wish- 
ing you success and a long and useful life. 

GEO. DAHLHAMKR. 

Wants Extra Copies. 

MULLAH, OKI. A. Would you please 
s» nd me a couple of late copies of the Blue 
Crass Blade ?-DR. J. E. HILL. V. S. 
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THE BLADE GIVES THANKS. 



The Blade is still l>eing published and is still going 
through I'ncle Samuel's mails to its subscribers. 

Xo farther action has been taken by the postal 
authorities and we are unable to offer any further 
information u]>on the subject, other than we are hold- 
ing ourselves in readiness for any emergency. 

The present movement has not been unproductive 
of some good. It has demonstrated the fact that an 
emergency soon finds the Freethinkers of America 
combined to resist any invasion of their rights and 
privileges a*s eitisena of the republic. It has shown 
that where tliere is a will there is also a way and the 
Blade is deeply gratified at the splendid letters it has 
received from all over the country. It has been well 
said that real friends are those who stand by you in 
the hour of need or danger. To exclude the Blade 
from the mails was a distinct danger and to fight such 
a movement created m great and pressing need. 
Those needs have been well met by prompt pledget 
of assistance in a solid and substantial manner, and 
while the danger has not yet passed, we are of the 
opinion that it is passing. 

By reason of the numerous letters that have poured 
in upon us, by reason of the magnanimous offers made 
to us, by reason of the many valuable pledges made to 
us, the Blade feels that it must extend its heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation to all who liave so written. 

Now, friends, as it took a big thing, an emergency, 



to unite you all in preparation for such a contest, 
would it not be better if we were even more closely 
united so that we could be ready to meet even smaller 
tilings and always keep our face to the enemy? 

Think about it! Having expended a little thought 
get ready to act. 



MAN'S EVOLUTION IN FOOD. 



As an aid to Nature studies and a gradual unfolding 
of the evolution of man from a savage past, no con- 
tribution of modern times has afforded such wide- 
spread interest as a paper recently delivered before 
the Royal society of Medicine, in London, by Dr. 
Hariy Campbell in which he reviewed the continued 
( hanges in man's diet, proving therefrom., his natural 
connection with all animals and that while man has 
been progressively developing toward his present 
lorm, there have been marked corresponding changes 
in the substances he lias used for food and in the 
HMWillSir of preparing it for consumption. 

From many of the facts collaborated much- valuable 
Information is to be obtained. Many of them are 
almost universally known, hence disassociated with 
theory and are drawn from an almost universal ex- 
l>erience. This may be better and more aptly 
explained by intimating that physicians are made for 
nek people and not that sick people are made for the 
physicians. 

In his article Dr. Campbell points out that man's 
tihniaa ancestor was mainly frugivorous (i. e., he 
subsisted chiefly on a concentrated vegetable diet), 
but he also consumed a small proportion of animal 
food. Man in his evolution from the ape lias made 
three great dietic advances. The first advance was 
made when he learned to hunt and fish, by which 
means he greatly increased his supply of animal food. 
The second advance consisted in the artificial prepara- 
tion of has food. The third and final advance was 
cibi-culture — i. e., the breeding of animals and the 
cultivation of tlie vegetable kingdom for purposes of 
food. Dr. Campbell traced the fluctuations in the rela- 
tive proportion of animal and vegetable food con- 
sumed by man during the various phases of his evo- 
lution, and contended that during the early hunting 
period he was even more carnivorous than vegetarian ; 
and that inasmuch as man has evolved from the ape 
on a highly annualized diet, it is idle to contend that 
he is by nature essentially vegetarian and that animal 
food is necessarily injurious to him. 

Dr. Campbell drew attention to the fact that since 
the advent of cookery man has consumed less and lees 
iaw vegetable food, and that during this time his 



1 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



cooked vegetable food had become increasingly soft, 
so much so, indeed, that from the dietetic stand] m> in t 
the present age might be called 'The Age of Pap.' 
He insisted that a due proportion of vegetable food 
should be eaten raw, and that cooked farinaceous 
foods should be in a form of compiling abundant 
mastication. Were this plan adopted, not only indi- 
gestion, but diseases of the teeth, nose, and throat, 
would greatly diminish in frequency. Dr. Campbell 
also drew attention to the enormous increase in the 
consumption of sugar within recent years. He 
pointed out that whereas wild honey was the sole 
source of pure sugar for primitive man, thousands 
of tons of cane-sugar are at the present time ex 
tracted yearly from sugar-cane and beet-root. He 
baa no doubt that in England at all events far more 
good is to be obtained from curtailing starch and 
sugar than from cutting down the animal food, 
although the latter may sometimes be necessary also. 



THE CENSUS TAKER. 



One of the particular prerogatives of the clergy 
is to claim themselves to be vice-regents, or pleni- 
potentiary-representatives of almighty god. 

By reason of this claim they have been, and in a 
measure still are, accorded a public recognition 
usually denied to men of other and different callings. 
This recognition has led to innumerable assumptions 
of power and privilege, unauthorized and unwar- 
ranted authority even in matters of a private or do- 
mestic character. 

"It is the will of god" they cry, but as our friend, 
Ohanning Severance, of Los Angeles, writes us, the 
"will of god is simply the wish of the priest*" MMl 
we could also add that it comes only through the 
voice of the priest But read — 

"It is the duty of every parent to see that their 
children attend Sunday-school. ' 1 

"That all depends upon the parent.' 1 

"Don't your children attend Sunday-school ? 1 9 

"They do not" 

"And why don't they I" 

"Because I do not wish them to, and further it is 
none of your business.' ' 

Be it known that recently the preachers of Lex- 
ington combined to take a church census of the entire 
city. The object was not to come in contact with and 
find out how many people attended church and Sun- 
day-sohool, but to get a list of those who did not 
attend church and whose cluldren did not attend the 
Sunday-school. In a measure the scheme succeeded 
but it won't do them any good. 



The above conversation took place between the wife 
of the Editor of the Blade and one of the census 

takers. While on his rounds ho struck the Editor's 
domicile al fl time when only the wife and children 
were at home. On the table, in the middle of the 
room, lay the current issue of the Blade and many 
iurtive glances were cast in its direction. He evi- 
dently knew what it was but carefully abstained from 
asking any question* about it, which was a rather 
lucky escape for him. The conversation will illus- 
trate the methods by which the census takers went 

to work, the audacity of presumption in assuming to 
dictate to parents < on erning their dutj towards their 

Offspring and the hrnzen eli'mntry of penetrating the 

privacy of a home in an effort t<> cram an orthodox 
superstition down the throats of innocent children. 

Well, in any event, the census was taken, It is re- 
ported as being complete. Bui what a showing. The 
daily papers announce tli.it fully four-fifths of the 
people of Lexington never nth nd any church, their 

children do not go to the church Bchools, and new a 

campaign is promised in an effort to ge4 some of 

the abstainers in the Bpider.-Web of Christian super- 
stition. Our knowledge of the temper of the people 
of Lexington suggests thai it won't succeed and we 
opine that Lexington is not much different from other 
American cities. 



HIXTINQ THE RIGHT NAIL. 

Commenting upon the threatened inquiry by the 
Post Office officials concerning the Blade, as previous- 
ly announced, our esteemed British contemporary, 

The London Freethinker, edited hy (i. \V. Foote, 

utters a great deal <d' hitherto unsuspected truth. 
The "petty tyrannies" to which reference is made 
are becoming far too numerous, and the Penrose bill 

is simply anotln r sop thrown to t hi- capitalistic and 
c hurch classes in order to enable an extension thereof. 
The Freethinker says: — 

"We wish every pUOOeSi to OUT American e\ 

change, the Blue Grass Blade, of Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, under its new management. We particu- 
larly wish it success in resisting the persecution 

of the Post Office, which has served the puhlisher 
and pdnter, Mr. James K. Hughes, with notice 

that an inquiry Is being made with a view to 

excluding it from the mails. It often amuses 
Englishmen to hear America called "the land of 
freedom." There are so many quiet, respectable 

tyrannies over there; and one of the worst is 
wielded hy the Post ( HBdS Officials. These gentle- 
men actually think that they have a call from 
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heaven (or somewhere ) to decide wbat the Ameri- 
can people shall and shall not read If tliey don't 
like a paper tbey say it is not good enough to be 
carried by the mails, and that is the principal 
way in which publications arc distributed in the 
United States, so that the Post Office boycott is 
almost equivalent to a sentence of death. We 
hope the Blade will win this fight." 



THE CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

The Blade congratulates the members of the 
Church of Humanity upon the successful organiza- 
tion and incorporation of their propaganda institu- 
tion. From the report submitted by W. H. Kerr, the 
promoter and organiser it is evident that but a small 
attendance favored the incorporation preliminaries. 
Political and financial conditions may account for this 
and those in charge of the institution ought not to 
feel discouraged at the lack of an exceedingly large 
gathering. 

It is a fact in history that large results have been 
obtained from small beginnings. Prolonged wars 
have followed trivial causes. Gigantic institutions 
have been built from small things and there is no 
reason why the Church of Humanity should not be 
a success. Its directors are well known men and 
women, capable and alert, and free from superstitious 
taints. The Church of Humanity must, in any event, 
be an improvement upon the existing order of things 
and any institution that deigns to advance the intel- 
lectual standing of the people should be well sup- 
l>ortecL 

The police of Colorado Springs, Colo., have arrest 
ed and put in jail a half dozen socialists for no other 
crime than insisting upon their right to hold meetings 
and speak thereat on the public thoroughfares of the 
city. Those under arrest are Kenneth M. Smith, II. 
C. Darrah, Walker C. Smith, Richard Woodward. 
Philip Engle and John Corel I i. A fund is being 
i sited for their defense. The outcome of these prose- 
cutions will be watched with interest by every lover 
of liberty. 



THE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 



As the time is rapidly approaching when the school 
will begin the course for its first year's instruction 
it is meet that a few words should be addressed to 
students already enrolled and to the prospective 
students. 

In the first place we want our friends to realize 



that the Blade cannot possibly make any profit out 
Of the undertaking and that we are taking upon our- 
selves additional labor without hope of adequate 
remuneration, simply to strengthen the propaganda 
of our oausti and admit of a more rapid growth and 
increasing Strength. It may be taken for granted 
that not one of the students will ever become an ad- 
herent of orthodow and it is intended that they 
should not he hut (»n the contrary OUT aim is to con- 
vince (hem that the orthodox theory of the universe 
is erroneous and bring it home to them in such a way 
that conviction must follow, 

The lessons for the four subjects named, Geology, 
Astronomy, Zoology and Botany are now in course of 

reparation. These will be printed and mailed to 
each student once each month, the lessons following 
each other in regular order and sequence. Students 
may begin work h\ the first of September and the 

first examination will be completed by the first of 
October. One examination each month will be con- 
ducted in this manner until nine months have passed, 
and at the end of that period a general examination 
will be held in the nature of a review of the year's 
work. Each student will be called upon then to write 
fl brief essay upon the effect of the studies upon his 
or her mind and these will he published in the I>lade| 
Our chief concern is for more students We now 
have 22 enrolled. We ought to have, at least, double 
that number to meet the cost of printing, stationary 
and postage. If you have the means but not the time 
or inclination to take the course offered, the Blade 
would su gg e st that, you purchase a scholarship and 
donate it to >ome worthy young man or woman who 
would like to acquire the in>t ruction here offered. 
By so doing yon have made a sure arid certain foe 
I gainst orthodoxy. Von help the student and at the 
same time help the school. You also help the Blade 
and ffhat helps that helps the propaganda we need 
BO much. 

All students should be prepared to pay the tuition 
tee on or before August 1. This allows a fraction 
more than one month. IJy paying the fee at the time 
dggested yon remove a burden from our shoulders 
in the matter of printing, etc. Students should also 
make provision for obtaining the text books named 
in the prospectus which may he found upon another 
page of this issue. Because of conducting a school 
the Blade has been allowed a reduction in cost of 20 
I el' cent from the publisher's catalogue price. The 
Blade does not intend to take any advantage of this 
generous offer hut will confer upon the students every 
advantage thus granted. (Jet your books as soon as 
possible. This will give you an opportunity to exam- 
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ino them before the school begins. Sou can then 
familiarize yourself with the subject to be treated 
and what they mean. It will give you a better start. 
To gel the benefit of the reduction in price you should 
order the t< \t booki through the Blade. In other 
Words, just write to us and ^ a \- yon wish them and 
we will order then sent to ypu through the express 
cllirc, 0. 0, 1>., or you can send the four dollars and 
sixteen cents to us and we will pay direct, leaving you 
only express charged i<> pay, which will not be much. 

We are happy to announce that Mrs. Helen M. 
Lucas, of Marietta, Ohio, has already purchased one 
scholarship and promises (mother. Other friends 
have written that they will do the same thing and to 
all such friends who propose aiding the s< hool in this 
manner we request that they take time hy the fore- 
lock by wending in the name of the student now and 
the tuition fee by August 1. 

It is with a supreme confidence that we approach 
the beginning of this educational movement. We 
have, from time to time, given an outline of the sev- 
eral subjects we propose to treat this earning year. 
Our hope is that we have whetted the appetite and 

created a desire for more. The school will be able 
to furnish it in better form. 

Bead the prospectus on another page in this issue. 

Send in your name at Oft 6 if yon are going to join, 

Tuition fee can be paid August I. 

I >on't hesitate or delay, 
(let in line. 

FREETHOUGBT FUNERALS. 
There is no subject about which Freethinkers are 

so sensitive as the manner in which we shall part 

with our beloved dead 
Now is there any simh < t about which Freethinkers, 

as a class, can well afford to take fl deep and serious 

interest, in that from time almost immemorial they 
have been hampered by creed and custom until it has 

become difficult, in many instances, to successfully 

overcome these influences and environments, 

During- the past few weeks the Blade has been in 
receipt of several communications upon this subject, 
and for a sound, practical, common-sense solution of 

the question, we commend the artich k appearing in 
another column of this issue from the pen of dames 
R Morton, Jr. While it is radically different from 

the known opinions of many Freethinkers, it is none 
the less a departure from prevailing customs that 
might well be adopted hy Freethinkers for the pur- 
poses s ug ge st ed 

The fact of death affects, principalis, those of kin 
to the deceased. With the multitude it is not the 



fact of death, but the manner of dying. Assuming 

jurisdiction over hnd\ and SOU) ( .') the church has 

assumed the right to mumble perfunctory prayers at 
birth, at marriage and at death* No act can be com 
mitted hy tie individual but what the church assumes 
I sort of guardianship or control. The cradle and the 
grave have been made special fields for their opera- 
tion. Regarding the latter the Christian world has 
built up a system that is as nauseating as it is costly 
and Freethinkers can well afford to make a speedy 
departure. The first Btep in this direction came when 
cremation was inaugurated and its increasing popu- 
larity t< Btifles to the soundness of this method of dis- 
posing of the dead The time will come when the 
people will understand that the church is Incapable 
of praying a man into heaven or keeping him out of 
hell, and the burial Bervice will undergo a change. 

The fact of a Freethought funeral, or otherwise, 
must largely be left to the desires of the immediate 
famil) of the de< eased. In all oases where the family 
do not share the Freethought views entertained and 
expressed by the deceased, while living, there can be 
no BYeethought funeral, and while some Christian 
form of burial may be given, we know that it neither 
injures <»r helps the dead* Ln such cases it is useless 
to complain or criticise, irrespective of the manifest 
injustu e perpetrated 

Again, it is the desire of many Freethinkers, arising 
principally from custom, that some sort of a cere- 
mony be held over them, when d< ad. and to this end 
Bonn even go so far as to make provisions therefor 
before the end comes. Christian people have argued 
and talked that to be buried without some ceremony 
suggests that it is being "buried like a dog" and the 
same scrupulous <'aro that moved Voltaire to guard 

against such a proceeding, induces Preethougbt funer- 
als. There is no earthly reason why Freethinkers 
should ape after Christian customs and while the sub- 
ject is B -« i ions one with many, yet the further we 
Can get from Christian form and ceremonials the 
better. For our own part we much prefer a hrass 

band to piny "Johnny goes marching home 91 than to 
have any of the <>ld hymns commonly used on such 

occasions. The air suggested would also be much 
near the truth. 

Freethinkers do not need show or display. If a 
ceremony is desired let it be as simple as possible. 
A gathering Of friends at the residence with a few 
appropriate words in the nature of an everlasting 
farewell are all that need he required and should 
please the most fastidious tastes. 

There is much worthy of consideration in the 

article to which we have referred and it cau be read 
with a great deal of profit 
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A NEW LIFE OF JESUS 



Modern Version of an Alleged Ancient 
Romance Now Accepted by Many. 



(By John F. Clarke.) 
Jesus Christ was born in a barn and be- 
< a nit- a barnstormer of one night stand 
i.otoriety. 

Joseph Carpenter stood sponsor for him 
after a dream seance with an angel of the 
Lord. 

JssttS was heralded by a jack o'lantern 
that looked good to several Wise Guys, 
who lived iusomnomanical lives, and wel- 
OOSASd a diversion. They came to the ac- 
couchmeut and witnessed the Saviorical 
Birth, They were traditional first-nighters 
and their bald heads made a splendid 
showing from the gallery. The "star" ad- 
mitted them to reserved seats at the ex- 
lllon. There was an entire lack of 
modesty displayed by the Carpenter family 
and the star guests. Coming as they did 
from a distance and being Wise Guys, 
they deserved to have the best foot shown 
prominently to them but no display above 
Ul< ankle was the one thing needful in a 
hospital sense. As Jesus was not con- 
sult* d about his birth, we charitably relieve 
him from the open shop attachment. 

Strange to say, the Wise Guys, after 
taking the trouble to follow the will o' the 
Priipi for the purpose of attesting the birth 
of the Savior, forgot in the rubber neck 
h it to make affidavit to the fact and the 
historical gents only got oral statements, 
thai OM breath passed to another breath, 
ad infinitum. The illustrious names of 
the servants who hot-footed after the Star 
of Bethlehem are lost — irretrievably lost in 
the haze of history. Lew Wallace, in "B< n 
HUT," label! them, but I take no such lib- 
erties with Dame History, for the wench 
might recoil and kick my reputation for 
veracity. A biographer without a veracity 
is like a photographer with a cross-eyed 
lens — he distorts the truth by personal 
veniality. The true historian should 
conceal himself and reveal his hero and 
that is my mission, but the fond reader 
must observe that fact for himself, as I 
■hall, under no circumstances, aid nor 
abet the game. This is a digression, and 
I must revert to my hero, Jesus Christ. I 
1< ft bin in the act of being born. The 
mother and babe did well for the time. 
The proud father, Mr. Carpenter, who was a 
dream parent, demurely rocked the manger 
in lieu of a cradle. 

The Semitic word k-h-w p., means stoned, 
but I translates 1 it as rocked. I learn that 
Mary, The Madonna, was brought up in a 
monastery, and that Joseph Carpenter, had 
but recently called for her and married 
her. which leads me to think of a prophetic 
statement in The Decameron to the effect 
that even the shadow of a convent 
wall it pregnant, i. e., infested with 
Holy Ghosts. The Infant Savior failed to 
invite the Wise Guys to join him in his 
supper, and as they could not eat hay like 
other asses they took their departure and 
the family silver as souvenirs of the occa- 
sion. The Star, having fulfilled its mis- 
sion blew out its candle and vanished in 
the darkness and left the W T lse Guys to find 
the back trail as best they could. 

It is a fair presumption that they got 
lost as history forsakes them at this psy- 
cologlcal moment. I shall not attempt to 
out do history so I say, R. I. P. History 
called the bunch into existence and she 



wiped them off her slate. This is Chapter 
One, or The Infancy. 

Foot note by author. It must not be 
inferred from the title to the premier 
chapter that it is written in fancy — it is 
straight fact. 



FOLLY AND FURY OF FANATICISM 



Challenge To Publish Letter From An Irate 
Orthodox Believer Accepted* 

Washington Navy Yard, 
Ordinance Office, 

June 15th, 1908. 

Sir:— 

I happened to glance over your "Blue 
Grass Blade" of June 14th, 1908. I might 
say before I go farther, that it has never 
been my luck to read a paper, which, as 
far as freedom of thought or religion is 
concerned, can rival this. It is absolutely 
immoral, is poorly written, and really unfit 
to pass through the mails. There are sev- 
eral articles in it that would not be out of 
place in the official anarchist organ. 

In the first place you announce your 
paper to be the herald of the "Free 
Thinkers." Then God help the Free Think- 
ers. The contributions from such fanatics 
as William H. Cox, B. Clavern, and John 
F. Clarke have so warped the minds of the 
subscribers as to make them anything but 
free thinkers. You proclaim yourself Free 
Thinkers, yet in every issue of your in- 
famous paper you publish contributions 
from your corrupt, illiterate correspondents* 
attacking by means of lying and even pro- 
fane staements, the sacred faith of people 
in a far higher stage of civilization than 
you can ever attain. Perhaps some time in 
the dim future the poor misguided readers 
of this herald of "free thinking" will 
awaken to the fact that a certain clique of 
unscrupulous scoundrels has been playing 
upon their credulity, and incidentally sep- 
arating them from their hard earned coin. 
He was indeed a wise man who said, "a 
fool and his mouey are soon parted." 

In his article "The Soul not Found," Wil 
liam H. Cox brands himself, as the author, 
to be a bigoted, egotistical individual, who 
se*ms to have no reverence whatever for 
the truth or the fai'h of another peet. His 
statements in regard to the Reverend 
Father Sherman indicate a lack of gray 
matter, commonly known in this section 
of the country as brain tissue. But Wil- 
liam H. is not alone in his misery; this 
discrepancy is common with the editor and 
more of the contributors. 

It is a wonder to me that God Almighty 
in his wrath did not strike dead the author 
of that blasphemous article, "New Plan of 
Redemption," John F. Clarke. Such a pro- 
fane, immoral, contribution is a disgrace to 
any paper or community. The editor who 
allows such to be published in his paper 
is no better than the author. 

Another article, lewd and suggestive, is 
'Dave's Letter." This is suitable reading 
for such as the author and contributors but 
no one of a higher sphere would read such 
vile literature. Such as this and other 
paragraphs in your weekly are unfit for 
decent women to read. 

I shall consider it my duty to send the 
copy I have, with certain paragraphs of it 
marked, to the Post Office Department. 
There, no doubt, some of the clean-minded 
and intelligent assistant Postmasters will 
condemn it as unfit to pass through the 
U. S. Mails, and prohibit the use of the 



same to this 'Blue Grass Blade" office. 

I am quite sure that you will not dare 
to publish this letter In one of the early 
issues of your paper. It might bring some 
of the deluded readers of the "Blue Grass 
Blade" to the understanding that they have 
been the dureb of a few lying, unscrupu- 
lous men who do not hesitate to attack 
even the sacred truths of the Bible. 

Challenging you to publish this letter in 
your paper in the near future, I remain, 
Yours antagonistically, 



DAVFS LETTER 

To Hit Dear Heavenly Father. 



(Copyright applied for 1908 by Franklin H. 
Heald.) 

My dear heavenly Father — Why dident 
you tell the truth to Adam and Eve, about 
the apple so that the Devil would have to 
lie to them, or either keep still? The best 
people in Los Angeles would have thot 
more of you, if you had. Most all the peo- 
ple at Watts like you, but there are not so 
many and they are quite dark. There is 
only about 350 people at Watts and there 
is 350 thousand at Los Angeles. Why did 
you take one of Adams ribs to make Eve 
of? 

1 should think you wood of taken one 
of his fingers. How many times have you 
operated on people, that way? Can you 
operate on them without hirting them? 
Who was the girl that Cain married In the 
land of Nod? I cant seem to understand 
whether she was an old maid or a grass- 
widough and it even puzzles Papa. Joe 
says it is plain enough for anybody that 
has faith. He is going to explain It all to 
me some day when he is specialy inspired, 
after he stays to communion. Do you think 
It is all right for them to eat the body and 
drink the blood of Jesus? Why dident 
Jesus get married and have a home and a 
wife and a baby of his own? Wasent he 
as good as Roosevelt? W r as he a Preast? 
Were the Marys and Marthas that cried 
on his feet and poared greese on him 
Nuns? Are there any Nuns in Heaven? 
Are you married? 

Would you have struck Roosevelt ded, If 
he had not put "In God We Trust" back on 
the coins? Joe says you would of. Why 
dont you strike him ded for lleing about 
Thoa Payne? I think that was a dirtier 
trick than putting the He about trusting 
god back on the money. 

I'll bet Jim Jeffries can lick Sampson. 
Jim lives next to us but I spose he and 
Sampson will not be apt to meat In the 
future as Jeff dont bother with church 
much. He has a place of his own where 
he can commugn, If he wants too. Why 
did it save the world ta have Hazuse (I 
mean your Jesus) hung on a cross between 
two other theves? Are all three of them In 
heaven now? 

How many theves and murderers are there 
in heven now or cant you count them? 
Are there any nice people there that you 
no of? Well I have to go for milk now. We 
get milk of one of youre best people hear 
and he puts it more than half water mostly. 
He is so good that the water runs out of 
his nose on Sunday. He got In the Pen- 
atentury for 14 years long ago but he is 
out now and one of the leading Deekins 
nough, and M*» 'owder than he used to. 
As ever, DAVE. 
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Correspondence School 



PROSPECTUS 

School will open September I, 1908, with 
twenty, or more students enrolled. On or 
before that date each student will receive 
the primary course of examination ques- 
tions, blanks and such instructions as may 
be necessary to assist in an investigation 
of the subjects given. 

SUBJECTS TREATED. 

Four of the principal branches of natural 
science will be studied during the first 
year's course. These include the following: 
Astronomy — As showing the origin of the 
earth together with other planetary 
bodies whereby the student can draw 
comparisons between the subject treat- 
ed and theological representations. 
Geology — As showing the earth's great his- 
tory, its formation, composition, change, 
decay, repair and waste, a science that 
completely upsets the biblical cos- 
mogony. 

Zoology— As showing the history of animal 
life upon the earth from the earliest 
times of which any records are known 
down to the present, giving a general 
and gradual growth from protoplasm to 
man, with all intermediate types, dem- 
onstrating one common origin. 
Botany— As showing the origin and develop- 
ment of plant life, Its importance in the 
material world, structure, means of re- 
production and specie. 
The four subjects named, once fully un- 
derstood, will convince the student that our 
earth is not what the church is teaching it 
is and enables the student to grasp the 
principles under which nature produces all 
phenomena, which we call life, or existence- 
t 

TEXT-BOOK8. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
Macmillan Publishing Company of Chicago, 
for a series of text-books recommended for 
use by students in the Correspondence 
Sschool and to be sold to students at a 
reduced price. These books may be ordered 
through the Blade, or directly from the 
Macmillan Company. While these arrange- 
ments for a slight reduction In cost have 
been made it is for the benefit of the stu- 
dent and the Blade does not wish to make 
any profit upon their sale. For this reason 
the orders may be sent in as the student 
desires. Following are the text-books: 
Geology— Elementary Geology, by Ralph S. 
Tarr. Professor of Dynamic geology at 
Cornell University. 500 pages. Illus- 
trated. Price $1.10. 
A«tronomy — Introduction to astronomy by 
Forest R. Moulton. assistant Profesor 
of Astronomy at the Chicago Univer- 
sity. 560 pages. Illustrated. Price 
$1.60. 

Procession of the Planets, by Franklin 
H. Heald. Editor of Higher Science, 
Los Angeles. Cal. Free to students. 
Botany— Elementary text-book of Botany by 
L. H. Bailey, Director of the College of 



Agriculture, Cornell University. 35 
pages. Illustrated. Price $1.10. 

As previously stated, the examination 
questions have been made up with a view 
of permitting the student to use any stand- 
ard work on the subject named, it is, how- 
ever, recommended that they use the list 
given above as being better adapted to mod- 
em demands. 

From the foregoing list It will be seen 
that the total cost bf the four text-books 
will be $5.20. Students, however, by order- 
ing through the school can secure them at 
a reduction of 20 per cent, according to an 
agreement made with the publishers. This 
will bring the actual cost of the four books 
to $4.16, plus postage. 

I 

TUITION. 

The tuition fee for each student will be 
$10 for one year's course; $25 for three 
years at the end of which a Certificate of 
Merit and Award will be issued to those 
securing a grading of 75 per cent, or more. 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 

The Scholarship Certificate, a copy of 
which has already appeared in the Blade, 
will be issued upon payment of the tuition 
fee for the period designated. These 
Scholarships are transferable and may be 
purchased by one person for the benefit, in 
tuition, for another. 

TERMS OF STUDY. 

These terms will extend for a full period 
of nine months in each year. The term 
begins September I, 1908 and terminates 
June 1, 1909. The final examinations must 
be in by June 10. Awards will be made 
July 1st following. 

EFFECT OF PLAN. 

S 

One of the most potent and important ef- 
fects of the Correspondence School plan is 
to bring a university education to your own 
homes without the cost and expense of at- 
tending the institution Itself. All studies 
will be arranged, passed upon and graded 
by the Instructor. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

| 

The studies are conducted in the form of 
monthly examinations and each examina- 
tion will cover a list of twemy questions in 
each subject. They can all be carried to- 
gether by taking them alternately until the 
field in each as suggested by the questions 
has been covered. The examination ques- 
tions for each month will reach the student 
before the first of each and every month 
during the course and the answer, in writ- 
ing, must be in the office of the School not 
later than the 10th day of the month follow- 
ing thereafter. If any corrections are 
needed the Instructor will make them and 
send on to the student. 



MANAGEMENT. 

The School will be conducted under the^ 
auspices of the Blue Grass Blade which will 
also be used as a school journal. From 
t i 1 1 1 * - to time the workings and progress of 
the School will be given in its columns 
that students may know in a general way 
what each are doing. 

John R. Charlesworth. the Blade's Editor 
will conduct the school, formulating the 
examination questions each month and pass 
upon all answers made. 

James E. Hughes, the Blade's Manager 
and Publisher, will attend to all the busi- 
QWf details connected with the college. 

Examinations should be addressed to the 
former and all business communications to 
the latter. 

Address 126 North Limestone Street, 
Lexington. Ky. 



AS IT STRIKETH THE PHILOSOPHER. 

(By H. J. Thiede.) 

1. It is never too late to mend. 

2. A genuine and true life is a result 
of efforts put forth and of good character- 
istics emphasized and realized. 

3. Some men work harder working 
their employers than they do working for 
their employers. 

4. Creditors have better memories than 
debtors. 

5. There Is not a moment without 
some duty. 

6. Live within your income. 

7. Follow light and do the right. 

8. Do good to thine friend to keep him, 
to thine enemy to gain him. 

9. Instinct Is prior to experience and 
independent of instruction. 

10. People seldom improve when they 
have no other model but themselves to 
copy from. 

11. There is a past which is gone for- 
ever. But there Is a future which is still 
our own. 

12. The spendthrift soon walks and the 
saving man rides his palfrey. 



TO HELP THE CAUSE. 
"The Holy? Bible In a Nutshell." 



A new booklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the christian bible. 

Just the thing, to pass around among 
your religious friends to "jar" their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 
15 for $1.00. 

Address J. FRANTZ. 
San Francisco. California. 
Anv profits arising from the sale of this 
booklet will be divided between the Corre- 
spondence School and Materialist Associa- 
tion. 



Mrs. Tinnemonnay — Your new saddle- 
horse seems to be a lively animal. 

Mrs. Partington— Yes. it is so spirituous 
It always starts off in a decanter. 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



Pledges Sinews of War. 

MACON. OA. — I notice in issue of 
31st, of the ItladV, an article beaded, "Re- 
ligious Liberty Threatened/* The two pre 

vious issue? I did not receive. Kindly nnn- 
tion this as it may have §oa 1» ruin? OB 
the case against the Blade. You are at 
liberty to draw ilghl drafl on us for 
twenty-five dollars ' ; l'." "">. ; n cast you nod 
it to defend yourself. Will send you three 
or four new luhserfberi next week, or 
rather their namea and address. 

JOHN a. 1NDER80N. 



One More to the Rescue. 



NEW PRAGUE, MINN. — You can depend 
on $5.00 here In cave of an? fight, as cmr 
paper states this week — -T. W. KOMAREK. 



A Letter We Highly Prize. 

EAU CLAIRE. WIS. — Enclosed please 
find clipping from Eau Claire dailv Lender. 
My papa has takm the P.lade a number of 
years. I am 11 years old. Yours for Fre e - 
thought. — HAZEL SHERMAN. 



Gets a Bunch of Pamph'ets. 

JOPLTN. MO— Blue Grass Blade: Please 
send me Marriage and Divorce. Woman 
and The Bible, and Bible Revision, all by 
Mrs. Henry. ANo The Virgin Mary and 
The Sacrament: and two or three Blades 
of May 24th. if you have them. 

O. P. AVERTLL 



From a New Found Relative. 



GRAND RAPIDS, MINN. — Enelosed 
please find Postofflce Order for one dollar 
and a half C$1. R0). for which please send 
to my address the Blue Ora^s Blade, for 
the ensuing year. I have volume 17. num- 
ber 4 of your publication, together with 
half tone of my half-brotner. Dr. Charles 
E. Martin, and it Is the best likeness of 
him that I have seen for years. 

H. S. HPSON. 

Judge of Probate. 

It After Good Reading. 

HOPE. N. MEX. — Enclosed fnd $1 ,M for 
renewal of subscription. Wish T could have 
sent it soner. T want to get rom" boks 
a little later if you have thos > little pamph- 
lets called "Facts Worth Knowing," please 
send me one and I will send yon the price. 

T. T, DURHAM. 



Inquire at Local Postofflce. 



WILMINGTON, DEL. — There are two re- 
cent numbers of the Blade that T have not 
received, April 12th and May the 17th. The 
reason I have not written to vou sooner is 
that I still hoped they would yet arrive. I 
hope you can send me a copy of each of 
the above. I enclose fifteen cents in stamps 
to pay for a copy of May 3rd, and one also 
of the 24th. My Blade has always come 
very Irregular, (even when it was not your 



fault), I have always believed that it is 
borrov • d at this office by some one who 
lil.es and knows a good thing and who is 
too mean to subsr ribe. I wouid be glad to 
know the names of subscribers to the 
Blade in this city. I can send you the 
names of a number of Freethinkers, but 
fear they would nol be of any benefit to 
you. I have often tried to get subscriber ^ 
but alwftyi me t with some tame excuse. 
In Mr. Meore's tine I sent a club of ten 
'I'm nnd had to pay for all of then 
except three. I shall not try that again. 1 
also usnd to circulate mv copy, but have 
stopped that I now wish to keep the 
pap* r since It is in the new form. I am 
sometimes intonlshed at the llHbemllty of 
Liberal*. In failing to rapport this, our 
oanae They are so trilling and anxious to 
v I actually have friends who make 
from four to five dollars a dav who are al- 
wayi wonting to borrow my books and 
lepers — and I cannot Induce <hem to sub- 
scribe for anvth'nc In that line. 

JOSEPH H. CLOUD. 



Wants In the Fight. 

EXCELSTOR. WT^ — T am pb-nsed to se* 
your picture as 1 have been anxious to 
know how you look, am clad t*>at vou are 
a vouner man. T took T> AT. Dennett's pa 
OCT till be died al<=n .7. p Monroe's and C. 
C. Moore's nnd exnoet to tike yours till 
T die. If the Christens will let it go through 
the mails. T see that our Hbertv is threat- 
ened, of course they hate the B1ad<\ it cuts 
so clo*e you sen. Now .Tim T feel Just like 
T did a short time ngo when two of my 
neighbors cot. Into a dispute, about their 
totopbone line, one of them told the other 
to go to hell with his teVphone line and 
he would ent L>o^e Then come mv tinr- 
<o nut in. T said. Mr EIHot If vou do go 
to Tr-dl with vonr telephone 1'no T want a 
phone on your line for T have several 
frirnds there that T would (lire to t*ik to 
So T Pat if thev do commence action T want 
n hand In the fbrbt and yon con count on me 
so for as T am aide nnd fcht them to a 
finish. Mv fa'ber totd me When a bov tha* 
If v ic n Prid prneHro to fleht and never do 
U until T was f>>rc d Into it and In that 
ense fl>W to whin T am nenr 71 and never 
had i fight and never afraid to exnress 
my honest opln'op but never obiect to 
others having *ho same privilege. Jim 
ti nm iq something wrong somewhere this 
June 7 Is the onlv Blade T have received 
since T srnt in mv renewal, and onlv one 
HOW ^nd ebonld he two. T am thankful to 
Helen M. Lucas for the copv of her 
brother's funeral address T hove several 
eter funeral orations bv different ones that 
can be read at funerals, but what T want is 
r-ome sontr book* tnftehle fer our funerals: 
we don't want to be in the arms of Jesu<» 
er tn Abraham's bn^m. thev mu«t smell 
bad bv this time We will be In the arms 
of Nature or the bosom of Mother earth, 
resting - fefi, sv < stly r< itfoft to know nain 
and sorrow never, no never. Yours for 
truth. humanPy and moralitv. 

J. S. McKTNNEY 



Give 'Em Fits. 



That's what "THE 
fiCARLBT SI I A DOW," 
WaltM Hurl's great rad- 
ical novel, do;?s to the 
to ccs of Mtfotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular prwM ot thS country 
poad d by the church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
novel of tills decade has 
been so widely nnd so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodqx critics —which 
is sufficient pvoof that it 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative circles nnd 
aused consternation 
among the clergy. 

It is enthusiastically 
endorsed by leading 

Fi. •tthlaksrs through- 
out the world. You all 
know bow Hurt sen writs and in this book 

he is ,.t uis best. It is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest libruiy; containing 
Itl pn^s. printed nn Heavy egg-shell paper 
and bound in ox-blood cloth. 
Trice 11.50. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 

Ky. 




O. M. ROBINSON 



Violin Maker 



NO. 12 

E. SCVENTH ST. 



ST. PAUL, 



Buy your violins and get your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guaraotee everything or no sale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 

trial Unionism. 

S 

Involutional y to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 

\ 

ThS ....my of everything that supports th* 
. sitting social order. 
Send for sample copy. 

AfldrsSS: ThS Wage Slave Box 837, Hancock, 
A. M. STIRTON, Editor 
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raense stocks of Manufacturers Importers 
and Jobbers in Chicago are at my disposal 
And I select for you the latest and best in 
market. 

No Shop Keepers 

Therefore no dealer who carries stock 
can compete with me In price — you can 
trust the designer of the beautiful Free- 
thought Badge and the Ingersoll Souvenier 
to select nicest and best goods made and 
to save you at least 20 per cent. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me Sena you cuts and prices— also of my 
rn m -thought Badges and Ingersoll Spoons," 
Ring Guage and my great little tract, 
'Theism In The Crucible," free. 

Otto Wettstein, 



Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As ■ matter of advertisement and to in- 
crease the circulation of our advanced thought 
literature, Wt will send the following six books 
free to every reader of this magazine who will 

00 i ' i to with us: 

CONCENTRATION: The road to Success. 

1 II. my Harrison Brown. This is a book 
containing 128 pages written in plain and slm- 
p| | taagoafft by this popular author of New 
Thought books. It is a clear and practical 
tr— tit on the attainment of success In every 
walk of life. Price, finely bound in cloth and 
fOld, $100; paper cover, 60c. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE, by Frederick W. 
Bony. A new book of 144 pages, full of brll- 
li.int presentations of truth, highly optimistic 
throughout and directing the way to light, life 
and power. Handsomely printed and bound 
! ri • cloth and gold. $1.00; paper cover. 5<X 



Bo Sure and Subscribe For 

Secular Thought 



A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, Science and Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor ... J. Spencer Ellis. 



Published at 185% Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
185*4 Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed — 

C. M. ELLis, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185% Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can. 



$20,000,00.000 

STOCK TO SELECT FROM! 



When you send me an order for Diam- 
onds, Watches, Chains, Kings, or any other 
article in the Jewelers' line, all the im- 



Tomorrow Magazine 

is the only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from the 
imp rsonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f>* those who 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
ii. is and sacred notions appear in the 
nude, stripped of all racial bia3 aud preju- 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda- 
mental principles, i. e., you will learn to 
think correctly. 

sPKCIAl.*— We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. This office may be 
withdrawn at any time, so you had better 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 



SPRIGS OF POETRY, by Norrls C. Sprisf. 

LI* D. Colo-rulo's favorite poet. This book 
Is like a harp of a thousand str1nss---flve 
hundred poems, on such a variety of subjects 
that no TW $ M may fall to strike a harmon- 
ious chord. It contains fifteen beautiful Illus- 
trations. Price, leatherette, 50c; cloth and 
sold, $1.00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J 

Tfmv.'ird Cashmere. An answer to Ernest 
llnockels "Riddle of the Universe." It pre- 
sents a new hypothesis for the solution of 
problems of life and mind. Over 200 pa*es of 
Inspiration. Bound only In cloth and sold. 
Price $1.00. 

SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS, bv Charles LouU 
Prewar, author of "The Elder Brother" and 
'Steppins-stones to Heaven " This Is a well 
printed book, eontalnlnsr a number of profound 
and brilliant lectures on Socialistic and New 
Thought lines. Price. In paper cover only, 60c. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 

Julia f^tnn Rears. M. D. The whole world Is 
a skin* "What Is New Thought. " This booklet 
answers In a clear and concise fashion that 
sntlsfies. Price 10c. 

1 I • 

Tf vou wish to secure any or all of the above 
books, send ten cents In stamps or coin for 
sample copies of our Advanced Thought pub- 
lications, and we will send you special offer 
blanks which will enable you to secure the 
abOTt books free. Address 

THE BALANCE PUBLISHING CO., Inc.. 
1700 Welton Street Denver Colorado 



The People's Press 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 
and Reform. 



Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave., 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B. Lenau Publisher. 

Official paper of the Materialist Association. 

Subscription, 50 Centi a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, li.oo a Year. 



—Summer Vacation Trips — 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

TO THE 

Lake, Seaside and Mountain Resorts 

• Tourist Tickets Now On Sale. 



If you intend taking a trip fill out blank and mail for Information. 

H. C. KINO, C. P. A., 101 East Main St., Lexington, Ky. 



Name — 
Addree. 
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77ze ifarf anc/ Onfr Complete Edition of I 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS 

ever published in English has Just been completed by the 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

New translationi by WILLIAM f. FLEMING, Including the Notei of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized A Critique and Biography 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. 

IDF.SPRFAD Interest has pre vailed in the publication of this great author's works, as it 
marks a new era in the world of literature. The real history of Voltaire'f life and the 
• r of hi* writing* have been denied English-reading people until this work 

waatran ..■ d. 

\ i e is eminent a 



ilnent alike as historian, tare, satlrlM. wit, phllosoober, economist, 
dramatist, poet, essayist, an the champion of mental liberty and the foe of io.elcraace in til 

Its form>. writings are the creation of one who was the admired friend of ti e 

ies written whh such opportunities gam in every way. His volumes 
are by the one man best fitted to treat the Grand Monarch and h.s 

ever written and the most eloquent 
His tragedies are the most prutd 



sXiV 



;ns of I isd v. 
on "The -'^e of 
•ovironin.'i.t. 

• I i Henriad*-" is the frreatest masterpiece | 
p a ssm aofi i| is t - 1 ttioa the world baa 



•layed a hundred 



i nee, ar.d his Dramas have been played a bu 

The " Philosophical Dictionary" is the best knows of Voltaire's works. The writings are 
lucid and self-explanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of information and delightful enter- 
H<- » IS among the first great Encyclopedists. 

of a new ci vilixation. As t 



Y.l'airew.is the Diecursor 
n in all history for the pet 



it establishment of this great Amcri 
r pioneered by Voltaire. 



There 



Voltaire will always be regarded as 
the greatest man iu literature, of modern 
times, and perhaps even of all times. 

— Gobthb 



Atheism and fanaticism are the two 
poles of a universe ot confusion and horror. 
The narrow rone of virtu* is between 
those two. March with a firm step in that 
path; believe in God and do good. 

— VoLTAiaa 



FORTY- THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 

Size 81 f x 5# lnches-13.034 Paget, over 160 
illustrations of which 45 arc hand colored* 

Divided Into three sections: Historical, 16 volumes; General Literature, embodying his 
dramas in j volumes, l'oems and Essays in a volumes. Introductory and Romances in 4 vol- 
utin s, and Biography, (ontaining Biographical Critique of Voltaire, in 5 volumes; Philosophical 
Dictionary in 10 volumes. The forty-third volume is an Index. It has been compiled in such a 
way that it is in itself a most interesting volume. 

THF FniTIONI T,ie ttxt i» Panted from a new type, elegant and clear, on specially 
I I IU Ul/I I IV/IV paper. Many of the illustrations are celebrated in the realm of 

art as rare examples of the most exquisite and piquant old French designs, special to the text, 
forming in themselves a gallery of famous historic characters. Earh volume has a frontispiece 
by v crlil-famrd masters. Minute precaution baa been taken to bring each feature of the work 
Up l I the bta^e of perfection. 

THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 

We have bound a yery few of these sets in English Basket Buckram (Red) and while the 
stock lasts we are going to offer them on these exceptionally low terms : Send the set to y< u 
free foe examination and approval. If satisfactory, remit us fj.oo and remit the balance I57 00 
in small monthly payments. The Sets are Limited and Numbered. When tfsate I *f SU % »-q 
exhausted the price will be advanced to $172.00, A SPLENDID, MASSIVE LIBRARY OP TlTfi 
WORLD'S GREATEST LITOtATURE, ALL ON APPROVAL. No one who pesaeaaes a library, cltLcr 
lar C e or small, can afford to let this opportunity pass. 

REMEMBER- 
THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. tJT 



ftt Hubert (SutU) 
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The St. Hubert Guild of Art 

Akson, Ohio 



of Voltaire, in Fort 
Basket Buckram. ' 
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ree f")) Volumes, bound in Led f 
If satisfactory, I wi.l remit^you $3>°o J 



once and fj.oo per m .nth for sc, months, 
within ten days. 
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A Future Life 



A Critical Inquiry Into the Scientific Valu 
of the Alleged Evidence* that Man's 
Conscious Personality Survlvta 
the Life of the Body. 



A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
lion of the Body, Reincarnation, Spiritism, 
Annihilation, Theories of Metaphysicians, 
Phenomena of Spiritualism, etc 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

• 

An octavo volume of 172 pages, with flue 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crystal 
Book paper and neatly bound in cloth. 

"A Future Life? la the title of a book 

jubt out In my opinion It takes rank 

with the best thought of the times on the 
subject. Every conceivable phaae of this 
mysterioja subject ... la treated in the 
clearest scientific manner. My ImpressloL 
on reading It was, that all that la known 
on this subject up to date la told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel hlmsel 

ceptlonal book la the product of a 

and exceptional! 
J. B. Wilson. M. D., In 




Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within the 
States. 

Foreign 10c extra. 

Published by the Author at 
854 E. Lee St. L< 



"No Beginning" 

THE IDENITY OF -OOD* WITH I 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

The only hook of Its kind in 
Neat cloth binding, 188 
illustrations, 76 cents, 
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